THE CASE OF SECRET SERVICE AGENT ABRAHAM W. BOLDEN 



— Who Wn nir^d to Toll the Warren Commission 
About a Chic to Hot to Kill President Kennedy 

Pr'tt tor (i ft 's '■ \ vMrt A i ( f if ftc y 

f wruttvi} Dtu" t jv. Nutiofhit {'tifnwfftvu Iff tnwtistrpflt' Assassin»Ht»tS 
iff? Wth St. N IV, 

WMhmgton, DC. 2000b 

{Rased *n n thanier in. a furthcoming book by Bereujrrl Fensterw-iild). 



And Wdi Jailed Six Years for Trying 



An Attr^ Phnne Cab tci the 
Child 'Lutiiiitii til tlw Wlihuh Luimm;>sion 

On n sunny Sunday ^iV-rnnon in May, Idle!* a Secret 
Service guard at Ihc Vihi s m House quickly ami chor-r- 
rut iy admitted an avei noe-lnoki ng r youngish ftcgr* in 
civilian clot lies. Tin 1 guard passed him through ■-■=■ i S( 
fi nj it i mum ft I formal i Li e:- , for lu- know him as a Ecj'-ow 
sorrel Service agonl who Hud formerly Item a mom- 
tn'T of tin' While lliuijtf ■ n 1 1 -i i i . Thy i»an ndmi t.trd am 
Ain’fi liam W. Balden, and hr was in iVnshi ngton to tj r i end 
a special Si'n’i't Servian School which was to begin 
the next morning 

Bolden crossed t In: White House lawn, ami entered 
the Executive Office Itn tiding «n -lie west side of 
i lie Mansion. Once i us Id c r Holden placed a phono call 
to the bruin- of Me. .1 ]„<? n dank in* the (Brief counsel 

of the varren (" c ' i iim i s > i f n j but he got jin answer. 

After n short while I HU den 1 o J' 1. L he White House, and 
re. a r n ei I in his IujLgI. 

His failure lo roach Rankin made him apprehensive T 
I f! On 1 ilea had noted iFinf all of his ac.Uv i t.i os that 
tli ji rnt>mi were being carefully observed by anolher 
Aueiit, Garry Me.] .cod, who was also from Chicago, and 
who was morning with I -olden hi Wash i i-g t on while t hey 
In- : h were attending the Special bo lie l- l . At 2: BO 
a, m. on Monday. Agent McLeod received a mysterious 
phone call which he declined id discuss with Bolden* 

At 7:00 a.m. T Agents Holden and McLeod arose, 
diessed, breakfasted, and deported for school. Dur- 
ing am i n{ erml ssion between classes, Holden was sud- 
d only approached by the Special Agent in charge of 
pr !■ son n e 1 , I Iowa rd And or s o n t w ho told hi m 1 bn !. I he 
Sf-'-riM Service Office in Gin cage had jiisE. discovered 
*■ counterfeiter's pr hi 6 imp planl in a suburb of 
f'hiragn, Find that nil Chicago agents were to return 
in Chicago immediately to assist in 1 lie hivesli ga- 
llon. Holden and Mcl.ee, 1 were driven lo HnlJex air- 
port by Anderson and pm. mi a plume in Chicago. 

Arrest of Abraham Bolden 

l/pan their arrival, ir steed Of being Taken to the 
Secret Service office. Mur Ageul s wcj »■ iai-.i-n i r» |Hr 
Uffiru of the Ln il ed G(. rites Attorney ! j.-ntr .jIiu n „ rti- 
I hough, as Holden I a' or learned* a war ran I had been 
sworn out for his arms] , ii wasn't ^ m-h! om him. 
Nevertheless, Balden was lit Id inc.oiumu n i <■ udo froi- 
early afteriiopn until midnight, i hargi-ti viilh sniict- 
I al. ion of a bribe, and was, moreover, denied s be 
rigljL lo counsel. 

Finally* at midnight* ho wa:; forinniiy fdaced 
under arrest . and pcrmiMeTf Mi cull '■ lawyer, lie 
v.as I nr arc era led in the flu 1 -gr- nmiuty jail, WheaUiu, 
Illinois, on the miijlit of May Ml -Id, and Taken 



before H S. Goiraisi s^ oner F.S.IL Hike, in Ghicsgo, 

.,n May id Hi, a Julius! in mi - u ' L r ■ r ■ had uuwilLlng- 

ly t but in fact, ben; placed in n’i. iual custody. 

That his trip to Chicago w : ns "under pretext'' fa rid in 
effect cons Situ tod a k i duapp i ngl That he was held 
i ncoimnuni cade T that he was denied the right of coun- 
sel have oil been conceded by Urn government as set 
forth ia an opinion of iho ll.fj. Court of Appeals for 
the Seventh Circuit denying hint a new trial . 

Who i? Abraham W. Holden ami whut. had he done to 
warrant such harsh and u neons Li tu tional treatment? 

Background 

Abe Bolden grew up in one of the toughest sections 
of Last St, Louis, 111 inn is, oim of t he toughest 
cities in the United Stares* Despite the handicaps 
of his racial and economic backrj ■ mir* 1 , he worked his 
way through college, graduating c.nni 1 aude from Lin- 
coln university at Jeff ui son Ciiy, Missouri, Even 
in college, Bolden showed stubborn traits of charac- 
ter that- were to got. hi in into deep trouble later. A 
college classmate has writ ten of him: 

...he may be classified ns foolish or as a 
man of courage, depending upon one's views. 

Lor example, i will recoil a foxs 1 incidents 
iJum his college days. During freshman hazing 
all of us did we were l.uiil, whether it was 
It y i ng i u b 1 ow ou t a 1 i g h r bu I h , marc h i ng in 
a ■ t. might line, nr staying away from co-ed 
dortni Lories . Bolden did "<i ( conform, he de- 
fir'ii upperclassmen and refuser to do anything 
that was not. iiu lulled Mi i he school manual* 
Before entering allege Drdden Ii ml worn several 
hu'lJfiIs as I i-miip*- 1 . ptay-T in Illinois. One 
u J our college instructors ten singly referred 
to him as "Medals''. Whereas most of us would 
have been afraid To :,ay n-r tin ;i my thing, Bolden 
omplinticnf ly let The t n„ f rue tor know that hr 
would in r i hr call ini "M-'drii.." again. Elnce he 
wrote a Feller Lo the caniMis editor criticizing 
L hr granting of sr hnl nr-shi ps in men who were 
poor scholars bo I good a Thieles. Since Li ti- 
er ie take:- pride in Ms aihi>di<. learns* the 

i 1 " f in- -ti urlen : body ii’Fujed, and sover- 

o i ihif^' he wc i h real cued with violence. In 
M'di j uj is nil, Be 3 den never compromised his 

“■ i nlil 

t: pon g ratio a t i on from r^lle-p 1 in 1 bflfl, Abe l^oldftn 
won . e for the t 1 i aikci i un |ie[e''live Agency for a year 
mi. I l hem spent four years as an Illinois State 
Troopei . His recriro wn ■ sn ou 1 s f nm:l i mj that he bo- 
fame mu Fisonhower aniainiec lo i bo United States 

,’flt Service in ]bp() T rout subsequently i'resident 
kemiedy marie hi tit the I'irr, I Negro member of the 
Secret Service While House detail. 
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■nptiktnly lui Being Stubbornly Honest 

s 1 u h In n - r i 'rails s" t' hone My amt "playing 
hook" srn’.ii began i o make hifii vrr\ unpnpti ‘ 
is loll ow :i l | s - n 1 s . IV 1 1 i I o ii it duly n 1 the 
l Compound , In' \r if i'il a: rang nbjee i i on lo 
er j zed as 1,‘ixilv n f ! jio prat er 1 ion 
n to president tyenuedy . Hr refused in 
play cards with Ills foil nw agents, n rut 
L * itl i fc i.t Southern signal 1 a \ k about "ii i .•piers'" . 

i:L( o ]' his J i ssn l is far t inn. ho wa s truns- 

0 f tlu? Kin to limit so detail El m3 :;oi u La 

ir loss glamorous an l i -ran n torf o i T nig duly, 
ini mil. however, he was HOI 1 ouy I n be 
duties wi 1 h respect To Bros iden I. i n I gro- 
HS'ituso .Tolin ]■' , Kennedy rrhedu ted a visil 
» I'.ir \nr ember 1, tes come I. c» nti Army- 

i ■ : 1 1 1 liL i I g; ■ " in l E - had [v - 1 ] t i mi 1 

ms. its Ji'K liail "s l und-up” Jlnyor ihtley on 
■lv scheduled visit the previous your,,,imd 
lent was mo si anxious to ntond his political 
tiro l he next year’s el cat inn. 

for Assassin at Ena President Kennedy in Chicago 

hairy had hit] plans for the President, in- 
ii o l oven milo parade from List! airport to 
mm. This parade mu seif i nns idoruhl o mis- 
i 1 he Secret Service ugenl s hi Chicago who 
ry responsibility for the I'rcs i deal ' s 
their misgivings were greatly lie i gbt ened by 
Ageiit-i n -c hnrge Marti nenu from Secret Ser- 
r How 1 cy i n h!a s h i ng lo it . How J cy to 1 d Mar- 
at the Sorrel Service had word of an rtssns- 
plot which was supposed tr> he executed 
K 1 s comi ng visit to Chicago. According to 
our men had come or were to come to Chicago 
on L the death plot. 

enu called in all men under his command in 
look them off a 3 1 other assignments,, and 

1 huso rather unusual ins true Lions: 

were to he no written reports; all tnJ'or- 
y- to be given to Marti neau orally; C2) 
ns lo he sent to Wu gjmig ton by TWX; Mar- 
a to report to Hoivley personally hy phone; 
n file number was Lo he given to this case, 
s in Chi my o wore shown photos ami given 
descriptions of four men who were allegedly 
i a i he pi o i. « 

n quick hut intensive invest i gat 1 on t the 
■purled hack l Soil The pin! was go mi hi o. 
local mi al lend two iin ■ n in a Xu r 111 Clark 
irjrd ing ho use who fit 1 Ii ■ ■ do yr.r i pt i oil s given 
' ei result of I hr i r find a, President Kennedy 
i Elded, at the very last moment in cancel if is 
’ Qii cog o , a 1 j hong Ii I he plane Ail Faroe i, 
it her t| ] gri i t Ei i' i e , d Ed cnum lo Chicago and 
lui"r! fes I 1 v E I 3 i-s , The ex L ran eons excuse, 

■ which deuirjiided his pec apace in 

■■■ aus [Oifrctc l i-d To <-v]i!ain the t*res i deni ‘ s 
is i ni ecu:, i ing To iml", however, Shal 
i rrif.is cffris i >| ei| of the uvnrihnm nml 
* i 1 1 if of Premier Hi mi fii" Son 1 If Vie iUEOH by 
'III is" with She fn rek if owl ei , ]f iHj 1 the 
e. o| she lulled Sinles Cml caJ I u tt' I 1 igenoe 



Ihi I ey was predfelahly tipscl. T hul Uie 
1 ! E viol Ibree wi'i'k.s longer 1 han hr* iiiighl 

e have livd. 

Preempting of tho Surnjl Seivioishy the FBI 

drill Kennedy was aeTiialiy ns sas'si na I etl in 
n \ovmuher LIU, Phj.V Fur weeks afterwards, 



i lie Secret Service in Clnrnqo, fis elsewhere, did 
little else Ilian work at trucking down assassin nti on 
1 ends , 

{.mi the night (s f November ?’Jnd „ nr possibly the 
■Jllrd, Bnl den received a call at home from n Hal las 
agent who wan led "instant information" on (J) 

Si Join's Spot ting Goods si are an- 1 Oswald's rifle, 
and (2) the possibility that Oswald received money 
■‘ram Chicago, as alleged hy The Chicago Ame rica n. 
Ironically, It turned out 1 hat tie i I. tier Bolden , 
nor any oilier Secret Service agent, could get any 
information on cither lend ns they wore preempted 
hy i he Kill, who hud gotten to Klein's and the news- 
paper first, and who had warned all concerned to 
I all: to no one, including l he Secret Service. Sub- 
Hegnotil 1 y , an inspector Kelley on me to Chicago, Find 
1gen?-in rho^ne ^kirr iatnau E>ceoiui>ani ed him on n trip 
to the Harris Clark Street address where the suspects 
had holed up* 

Shortly thertfaflor t Mnrtineau culled in all his 
agents and instructud them S.o talk to no federal 
agents about the assassiuati on , especially the FBI, 
who, according to Martiuenu, were anxious to take 
livin’ the id c of Pres i deni ini protector, further- 
more, Fill Secret Service agents were required la 
turn in their J.D. cards, an unheard-of procedure,. 
This strange occurence Indicates that the Secret 
Service Look seriously the persistent rumors that 
certain phoney Secret Service badges had been 
11 a shed In Ben ley Plaza on the day of the assassins— ^ 
t i o n . 

Bolden's Hesiro to Testify Before the Warren Commission 

After the appointment of the Warren Commission, 
Bolden expressed a desire to testify if no nne else 
from the Secret Service was going to tel! of the 
plot investigated in Chicago in late October. Me 
felt Unit this testimony was not only relevant hut 
also essential to the work of the Commission. Be 
also tv i shod to tell the Commission of the laxity 
ho hrul observed in the Service, especially with 
regard to the White House detail. 

When his request for permission to testify was 
turned down hy Ills superiors, and when lie was told 
UiE]t oo one from the Secret Service was to so tes- 
tify .ibnuf. tkv Chicago plot, Bolden discussed the 
matter al. length with his fellow Negro agent, Con- 
rad Cross. 

Then when Bolden weal to Washington for the 
Secret Service School on May iTtli, be was accompan- 
ied by a "bohy sitter", agent McLeod, who over- 
heard his ut tempi ud null tn fmimii ss i nn Counsel 
Idink In, Til is was the beg i mu i m| of the end for 
Bo I [jen. Me wan hustled nut of Washington The next 
iPinrn nig um Lite pretext Mint be was needed its 
Ch i cngii * 



Bytclen Indicted 

After being held Incommunicado, denied the 
right, lo conn:. el. and questioned for twelve hours 
william being feminity nrrrsled or arraigned, he 
war. r barged wiih i lie so I i r i t nl ion of a bribe. Whet 
were the farts according jo the iiulictmeatV 

Bolden was charged with having offered to sell 
t lie secrej government Hie on an Indicted counter- 
feiter, mi in oil .lit soph Kpngruili , for $^0,11(10. The 
money r a re ending to I he charge, was to be split 
wills one Frank Til limit Jones, another comH.erfoi t- 
or, wlm bad 3n - en previously a err Sled liy Bolden hut 
who had been selected as yo -between hi the solici- 
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tation of Spagnoli. And i t was Jones who gave the 
sworn statement which resulted in Bolden's arrest. 

The Two Witnesses Against Bolden Were Counterfeiters 

The only witnesses against Bolden were two 
counterfeiters, one oT whom was currently under in- 
dictment, the other or whom It ad previously been 
arrested by Bolden himself. Yet on the basis of 
their statements, Bolden was brought to trial before 
Federal Judge Joseph Sam Perry. 

On July 12, )%4, after the first jury before 
whom he was tried reached an impasse, Judge Perry 
called the jurors back into the courtroom and stated, 
"In my opinion, the defendant is guilty of counts 
one, two. and three of the indictment," adding 
clearly, however, that the jury could, entirely dis- 
regard his opinion. Some of the jurors apparently 
did, ns theft remained deadlocked and 0 mistrial was 
declared. 

Judge Perry scheduled a new trial almost immedi- 
ately, As would he expected, Bolden's lawyer asked 
that Judge Perry excuse himself as prejudiced and 
let the case be tried before another judge. Judge „ 
Perry refused* stating: "Maybe, I + 11 give you a 

fair trial the next time. Maybe the evidence won't 
show that he's guilty this time, 1 ' 

On the second trial Bolden was convicted, and on 
August 12, 1964 1 he was sentenced by Judge Perry to 
a term of six years in prison. 

One of the Witnesses Admitted He Lied About Bolden 
at the Request of the Prosecutor , 

Subsequently, Spagnoli was brought to trial for 
counterfeiting. In the course of the trial, again 
before Judge Perry, Spngnoli admitted under oath 
that lie had perjured himself when he testified 
against Bolden. Jn fact Spagnoli stated that he 
perjured himself at the request of the prosecutor, 
Richard Sikes, And a yellow sheet of legal paper, 
in the handwriting of Sikes, was submitted into 
evidence to verify Spagnoli T s allegations. 

The Appeals Court Dismissed the Motion for a New Trial 

All of this notwithstanding* the Seventh Circuit 
Court of Appeals turned down Bolden's plea for a new 
trial and sent him off to the Federal Penitentiary 
in Springfield, Missouri, to serve his term. 

The Appeals Court dismissed the propriety of a 
second trial before Judge Perry by saying that 1f an 
opinion as to what the evidence has demonstrated 
can not be equated with personal bias." 

As to the constitutional questions raised, the 
Court admitted the following: M ln this posture, wc 

must accept a* fact (1) that the defendant requested 
the aid of counsel* (2) that his request fell on 
deaf ears* and (3) that certain inculpatory state- 
ments were made thereafter." 

Having admitted all of this* the court dismissed 
it with the following wove of the hand: "The volun- 

tary character of the defendant's statement, of 
course, would in no way excuse the failure of the 
law enforcement officials to grant him an opportunity 
to consult with his attorney upon request. The im- 
portance of timely legal guidance to even the most 
sophisticated layman is unquestioned. However* the 
denial of a request for counsel, as a constitutional 
violation, must in turn be judged according to the 
particular circumstances in the case and by the 



prejudice resulting therefrom, Esco bedo v„ 

Illinois * 370 U.S. 470, 491 U%4) \ 

The unusual circumstances of Bolden's return to 
Chicago, as well as his newly discovered evidence 
ti.e., the admitted perjury of the principal wit- 
ness (Spagnoli) against Bolden) end the subornation 
of perjury by the prosecutor failed to persuade the 
Appeals Court; ami Judge Perry's denial of a motion 
for a new trial was affirmed. 

On June 20, ]966* the Supreme Court of the United 
States Cwit3i the Warren Commission's Chairman as its 
Chief Justice) declined to review the case. And 
thus might have ended the tale, of Abe Bolden* 

Solitary Confinement Fallowing Publicity 

In December of 1%7* Bolden wos visited at 
Springfield by his new, court appointed lawyer, 

John Bosmer * accompanied by an Assistant District 
Attorney from Mew Orleans and by Hark Lane* a law- 
yer known for hie bonks critical of the Warren Com- 
mission Report. As a result of this visit* Bolden's 
"story" was given world-wide circulation; yet* 
instead of this resulting in his case getting a new 
hearing* he was put into solitary confinement* 

Attacks on His Family 

If Bolden's own tragedy were not sufficient, 
what had befallen his family is equally shocking. 

In October* 1966* an atteaupt was made to bomb and/ 
or burn his home. On another occasion* his garage 
was burned down. On December 31, 1966* a shot was 
fired through the window of his home. Bis wife has 
been followed, and a brick has been heaved through 
the window of her car. 

The only ray of hope so far for Bolden is the 
interest taken in his case by Federal Judge William 
FL Collinson of Kansas City* Tiring of appealing 
to Judge Perry in Chicago, Holden filed a writ of 
habeas corpus with Judge Collinsnn. Technically 
such a writ must go back through Judge Perry; so, 
Judge Collinson couldn't be of immediate help. 
However* he was so impressed with the merits of 
Bolden's appeal that he appointed John Bosmer of 
Springfield as Bolden's lawyer* In his letter to 
the lawyer, he enclosed a personal letter to Bolden 
which said: "I will* of course, enter judgement 

In your habeas corpus matter in order that you may 
perfect your appeal to the Eighth Circuit. However* 
1 will be in Spring field next week and would like 
to see if Hr. liosmer would wish to file an amended 
application setting forth any grounds which his 
investigation may have uncovered in order that you 
may have a full record to go before the Eighth 
Circuit. " 

Bolden Now Out of Prison, Having Served His Term 

Yet, thus far* neither Judge Collinson nor John 
Mosmer have had any luck in getting justice for 
Abraham Bolden. Me has now served his term and is 
out of prison* but he has never been able to get 0 
new trial * 

After all* he did threaten to toll the Warren 
Commission about a previous conspiracy to kill 
President Kennedy in Chicago three weeks before 
Kennedy was murdered in Hall ns; and this might have 
invited further criticism of the Warren Commission 
report whicit is the establishment's official ver- 
sion of what happened* And he was outspoken in his 
criticism of the establishment’s agents* a perilous 
course of action in recent years. 
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